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A LEVEL RS COMPONENT 1 - HINDUISM (OPTION E)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 115 11 4 20 55.2 74.7
1b 114 18 4.8 30 60 74
2a 39 12.8 4.7 20 64.2 25.3
2b 39 19.4 6 30 64.8 25.3
3a 82 12.2 4 20 61 53.3
3b 82 17.4 6 30 58 53.3
4a 12 13.6 4.4 20 67.9 7.8
4b 12 19.9 6.5 30 66.4 7.8
5a 59 11.3 3.3 20 56.5 38.3
5b 59 16.9 5.7 30 56.2 38.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Introduction would have been helpful putting the status of the Dalits into the context of the Varna system.



Sticky Note

This is a valid point that needs to be developed further and supported by evidence.



Sticky Note

Why did Gandhi believe this? Explanation needed.



Sticky Note

Evidence needs to be linked to the views of Gandhi.







Sticky Note

Point needs to be developed and explained in greater detail.







Sticky Note

Many examples given but not linked to specific views.



Sticky Note

Very little comparison of their views - answer tends to describe the contribution of Gandhi and the contribution of Ambedkar without comparing the views that influenced their different approaches.



Sticky Note

The answer is mainly accurate and relevant and answers the main demands of the question set. There is satisfactory use of evidence and examples.The answer is given B3 - 12



Sticky Note

Introduction could have presented the main issues raised by the question in greater detail.



Sticky Note

Valid point which could have been developed further with the use of evidence and examples.  







Sticky Note

Gandhi's view needs to be developed in the context of the question set.



Sticky Note

This needs to be explained so as to strengthen the argument.



Sticky Note

Evidence?







Sticky Note

The answer contains satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the main issues raised by the question set. There is support for the views presented in terms of evidence and reasoning. However this needs to be more detailed and extensive at times. The answer is given B3 - 15
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Sticky Note

This is very general and there is a lack of evidence for the statements given.







Sticky Note

This needs to be linked to Hindu teaching - in terms of varnahramadharma.



Sticky Note

Valid role identified but needs to be developed in more detail.



Sticky Note

Limited knowledge and understanding, a basic response and limited use of evidence and examples.The answer is given B2 - 6







Sticky Note

This needs to be linked to the demand of the question which clearly states 'in Hinduism'.



Sticky Note

What evidence is there to support this statement?







Sticky Note

Could be a valid point but no evidence given in support.



Sticky Note

Views and arguments too general and not specifically within the context of Hinduism.







Sticky Note

Some valis analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. A basic attempt to justify the views given but the use of evidence/examples in support needs  to be more detailed.The answer is given B2 - 11
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Sticky Note

Good concise introduction. However it would have been beneficial to include a short background to the varna system so as to put the status of the Dalits in context.



Sticky Note

This point could be developed further since it was one of Ambedkar's main arguments.



Sticky Note

Valid point well explained.



Sticky Note

This concept could be explained in greater detail and in the context of the question.



Sticky Note

Why?







Sticky Note

This point needs to be developed further so as to explain Gandhi's wish to include the Dalits within the varna system.



Sticky Note

The answer demonstrates accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding. It answers the demands of the question set and there is good use of evidence and examples.The answer is given B4 - 15



Sticky Note

Concise introduction setting out the issue for discussion.



Sticky Note

Valid point made supported by reasoning.







Sticky Note

Again valid point made which could have been supported further by reference to social stability.



Sticky Note

good counter argument



Sticky Note

Good use of examples as evidence/support for arguments presented.



Sticky Note

Alternative view presented coherently and supported by clear reasoning and evidence.







Sticky Note

Confident discussion of alternative/opposing views showing critical analysis and perceptive evaluation.



Sticky Note

A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. Thorough,sustained and clear views are given supported by reasoning and evidence.The answer is given B5 - 26
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions   20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 
 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 
 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised 


by the question set. 
 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 


reasoning and/or evidence. 
 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and 


in context. 
 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the 


various elements of the approaches studied. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 
 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 
 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 
 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 
 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 


the approaches studied. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 
 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 
 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 
 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in 


context. 
 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 


the approaches studied. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 
 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 
 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 
 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 
 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 
 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements 


of the approaches studied. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 
 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 
 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 


question set.  
 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 
 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 
 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 
 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 


COMPONENT 1 - THE SUDY OF RELIGION 
 


OPTION E: A STUDY OF HINDUISM 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 
1. (a) Compare the views of Gandhi and Ambedkar towards the Dalits. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 


 


 Gandhi was completely opposed to the concept of untouchability and 
regarded it with contempt as it led to inequality and exploitation. He did 
not accept that catuvarnashramadharma was linked to the problem of 
untouchability and that it arose from the decline of the valued traditions of 
Hindu society.  Gandhi believed that the separation of a group of people 
from the rest of society was wrong and campaigned to have the concept 
eradicated from Hinduism. 


 Gandhi called the untouchables ‘Harijans’ – the children of God and 
campaigned to have them placed within the fourth varna. In his writings 
Gandhi refers to the distressing conditions that the untouchables were 
forced to live in – unable to find employment and having to pick out 
undigested grain from cattle dung to grind to make chappatis. It is no 
wonder that he believed this was a blot on the name of Hinduism. 


 Through his writings he hoped to rouse India’s conscience. 


 Through his actions he also set Hindus a strong example - he adopted an 
Untouchable girl as his daughter and insisted that his political followers, 
many of them wealthy Brahmans, do their own sweeping, toilet cleaning, 
and rubbish disposal. 


 Dr Ambedkar devoted his life to improving the status of untouchables. 
However he clashed with Gandhi on a number of issues at both symbolic 
and practical level. 


 He believed the term Harijan was patronising and preferred the term dalit. 


 He was also determined to wipe out the varna system which Gandhi 
supported. He believed that the way to achieve this was through politics 
as it was easier to change laws than people’s hearts. 


 Ambedkar wanted separate electoral colleges for Dalits so as to ensure in 
the new independent India they had sufficient political power to ensure the 
destruction of the varna system. 


 In 1935 after campaigning unsuccessfully for five years to gain the right to 
enter Hindu temples Ambedkar declared ‘I was born a Hindu but I will not 
die a Hindu.’ He urged untouchables to change their religion to one that 
didn’t recognise caste or untouchability. He himself and more than four 
million Dalits converted to Buddhism in October 1956. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The varna system can be justified.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 
 The varna system has always had its fair share of supporters and critics. Many 


such as Gandhi believed that the system was unjustly criticised and that this was 
because people did not understand the difference between varna and caste. 
Ambedkar on the other hand wanted to destroy the varna system completely 
because it was an unjust system and the cause of untouchability. These views 
reflect the division of opinion within Hinduism. 


 There is also a criticism of the system from outside the religion. 


 Many Hindus would argue that these criticisms are often unjust and based on 
misunderstandings or lack of knowledge. However in a historical context there 
were and there are  inequalities and social divisions based on wealth and/or 
family status in other parts of the world including Britain and America and many 
Hindus would argue that in comparison to some of these the Hindu varna system 
is more humane and gentle. 


 Many would argue that the criticisms of the varna system are justified for a 
number of reasons. The system leads to exploitation of the weak by the socially 
and politically privileged groups in the name of religion and tradition. 


 Others would argue that the system is socially divisive and leads to lack of trust, 
prejudice and resentment between different groups within society. 


 According to others the varna system because it gave preferential treatment to 
some had a detrimental effect on the growth of the nation. This was because the 
system was based on birth rather than on individual talent. Therefore the system 
promoted the less able from the higher varnas rather than the more talented from 
the lower varnas in the name of dharma. It has also restricted the ambitions of 
many in the sense that the path they would wish to  follow did not fit in with the 
duties of the varna they belonged to. 


 Others would argue that the varna system was used by the socially privileged 
varnas to oppress the lower ones. 


 Another criticism of the varna system is that it was the cause of many Hindus 
converting to other religions. Buddhism, Christianity and Islam grew in India on 
the back of this perceived weakness within Hinduism 


 The varna system is also responsible according to some of creating a class of 
people outside society, the untouchables, who were treated as less than human 
beings. It also according to some promotes low self-esteem among a substantial 
number of Hindus who belong to the lower varnas.  


 Many believe that it gives order and structure to society where all people have an 
identity and purpose in life. This rather than leading to low self-esteem raises it 
for many. People know their duty and Indian society has functioned successfully 
on this basis for centuries. 


 Some would argue that it is the varna system and its rules that has safeguarded 
Hindu traditions throughout the centuries from foreign influence. It kept Hindus 
within the boundaries of their faith established by the scriptures. 


 The varna system since it was associated with jobs united people from 
the same professions together as a guild or labour union. This in turn 
gave them some protection against exploitation and in receiving fair 
wages. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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[20]5. (a)	 Examine	the	traditional	views	on	the	roles	of	women	and	men	in	Hinduism.


(b) ‘The way women are regarded in Hinduism can never change.’
Evaluate	this	view. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions   20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 


 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 


 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 


 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 


 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 
 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 
 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised 


by the question set. 
 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 


reasoning and/or evidence. 
 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and 


in context. 
 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the 


various elements of the approaches studied. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 
 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 
 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 
 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 
 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 


the approaches studied. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 
 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 
 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 
 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in 


context. 
 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 


the approaches studied. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 
 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 
 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 
 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 
 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 
 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements 


of the approaches studied. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 
 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 
 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 


question set.  
 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 
 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 
 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 
 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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5. (a) Examine the traditional views on the roles of women and men in Hinduism. 
 [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 
 


 The basic principles governing the roles of women in Hindu history were 
set forth in the Laws of Manu. This ancient code specified that women 
must be honoured by their fathers, brothers, husbands and brothers-in-
law. In Vedic times women were required to be present for the rituals to 
work, even though they had no official role to play in them. 


 Candidates should explain that women are expected to oversee the 
worship in the home. 


 They are expected to marry. 


 Entering the new home, the bride becomes subject to her mother-in-law. 
The young wife is expected to obey her mother-in-law and contribute to 
the well-being of the family. The mother-in-law-daughter-in-law 
relationship still is a notoriously painful one in India. 


 They have a religious duty to have a family, preferably sons. If a woman 
gave birth to a son her status was even further enhanced. Giving birth to 
sons vastly improves her standing with her mother-in-law and with the rest 
of her husband’s family. A proverbial blessing for a woman among Hindus 
is “may you be the mother of a hundred sons”. 


 They are required to support their husbands in the performance of his 
varnadharma. As a wife, the Hindu woman was expected to live up to the 
ideals of the Stri Dharma, the duties of the good wife. According to Stri 
Dharma, a wife should regard her husband as a god. She should serve 
him, follow him, pray for his well-being and eat after he eats. She shares 
his karma and his destiny, for this reason she sometimes should fast and 
go on pilgrimages to ensure her husbands’ long life and success. If he 
dies prematurely, it was often regarded as her responsibility, her bad 
karma. 


 They are required to bring up the children to understand their dharma and 
religious duties. 


 If they are widowed or divorced, they have no religious duties and 
become inauspicious. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) 'The way women are regarded in Hinduism can never change.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited.  


 


 Many would argue in support of this argument on the basis that 
discrimination against women is an inbuilt feature of Hinduism. 


 Historically, the female life cycle in Hinduism has been different from 
males, In the classical, medieval and most of the modern periods, females 
have followed a three-stage pattern. 


 For most of Hindu history, the girl was not allowed to have the same kind 
of education as her brother. Boys left home to receive their education 
from a guru. Girls always had to be under their fathers’ watchful eye. 
What education she got came from her parents. She spent most of her 
time learning domestic skills from her mother, as well as some ritual 
aspects of religion. She was not considered capable of studying the Veda. 


  A woman’s dharma is still defined by her marital status. Without a 
husband she is inauspicious. The death of her husband is a crisis for 
every Hindu wife. Up until the 19th century, this crisis often meant a 
choice between two undesirable realities: sati or widowhood. The life of 
the widow historically has been very difficult. Generally, widows could not 
remarry. This has been the case even in modern times. Forbidding 
marriage to widows has been an important issue of concern because 
many women were widows in their 30’s and even 20’s. Usually a widow 
was required to shave her head to be unattractive to other men. Often she 
was given the hardest household tasks to perform and was forbidden to 
eat with the rest of the family. The widow was viewed as unlucky, 
inauspicious and dangerous, the embodiment of all negative qualities in 
women 


 Male children are a blessing and female children a burden, economically 
and religiously. Popular Hinduism has produced “male producing rituals” 
to help a couple ensure the birth of a son. There are no corresponding 
female producing procedures. A recent study about abortions in Bombay 
showed that 999 out of 1000 abortions were performed on female 
foetuses. The economic liability of female is sighted as the rationale. 


 Ritual purity rules around menstruation and childbirth fundamentally 
oppress women. 


 Practices such as female infanticide and sati could be taken as evidence 
that Hindu women are discriminated against.  


 That practices such as sati and female infanticide are now illegal, and 
they were never terribly widespread. 


 Gender driven pregnancy termination is illegal. 


 Widows may now remarry.  


 The Indian Women’s Movement is growing, India; as an emerging super 
economy interfaces with the west much more than it did, leading to 
western style reform. 


 Scriptures are being read in new ways that favour women. 


 Women have a very high status in the home and the worship in the home. 


 Reform groups within Hinduism have contributed much to women’s rights 


 Women’s access to political power has also had a positive effect on the 
general treatment of women. 



http://hinduismbeliefs.blogspot.com/2008/11/hinduisms-holy-book.html
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 Social roles are changing especially as India becomes urbanised and 
developed. The Indian Women’s Movement has made great strides, and 
numerous reform groups within Hinduism (such as the Swaminarayan 
movement) have dedicated themselves to the uplift of women, especially 
widows. 


 Influence of Indira Gandhi on what women could achieve. 


 Influence of the views of Madhu Kishwar. 
 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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[20]1. (a)	 Examine	the	contrasting	views	of	Gandhi	and	Ambedkar	towards	the	Dalits.


(b) ‘The varna system can be justified.’
Evaluate	this	view	with	reference	to	Hinduism. [30]
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